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Conservation Planning Atlas 

• Web-based tool that allows users to easily 
discover, access, and integrate existing data and 
tools in support of conservation planning and 
delivery 

• Data Basin as viewer and user interface 
• www.databasin.org 

• Most data not already available on the web is 
stored in ScienceBase  
• www.sciencebase.gov 



The Science 

The Practitioner 

Photo credit Kayla Kimmell, USFWS 

The Decision Maker 



Conservation Planning Capacity 



Conservation Planning Atlas Gateways in the 
Southeast 



Deliberate Cross-LCC Linkages 



CPA Features: Storage 

 
ScienceBase 

• Store any type of 
data 

• Creates ArcGIS 
REST services 

• Used by LCCs to 
store data for CPA 

 

 

 



CPA Features: Data Discoverability 



CPA Features: Data Discoverability 



CPA Features: Data Discoverability 

Keyword search Geographic search 



CPA Features: Data Dissemination 



CPA Features: Data Dissemination 



CPA Features: Data Dissemination 



CPA Features:  Group Planning 



CPA Features:  Mapping Tools 

 
• Transparency 

• Change style 

• Filter 

• Swipe 

• Add drawing 

 

 

 



CPA Features:  Mapping Tools 

 
• Buffer 

• Site Assessment 

 

 



CPA Features:  Mapping Tools 

 
• Save Map 

• Export shapefile 

• Export attribute 
table 

• Export to PDF, 
PNG or PPT 
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Introducing the PFLCC 

Conservation Planning Atlas 

   



The Atlas 

 Data discovery, 
visualization, and 
analytical platform  

 Runs through 
DataBasin platform 

 Designed by: 
Conservation Biology 
Institute 

 Designed for 
showcasing spatial 
datasets, projects, 
and efforts 

 Will be the home for 
PFLCC Conservation 
Design and other 
deliverables 

 Live and operational 
at: 
pflcc.databasin.org 

 

http://databasin.org/
http://consbio.org/
http://consbio.org/
pflcc.databasin.org
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Critical Land and Water Identification Project 

 (CLIP) 



The Simple Viewer 

 Designed for PFLCC and partners to better collaborate/ prioritize 

 Data summarized by watersheds (HUC12s) 

 Common ecological unit 

 Two functions: 

 Landscape scale data comparisons and filtering across HUC12s 

 HUC12 detailed data viewing 

 Not live or fully functional…yet 



Initial view: 

PFLCC DRAFT Priority Resources 

 

Percentage of each HUC 
 

 

Initial view: 

PFLCC  DRAFT Priority Resources 
 

Percentage of each HUC 

 





The Simple Viewer - Filters 
 

• Info 
• Welcome 
• Basic steps for use 

 

• Priorities 
• PFLCC Priority Resources 

(draft) 
• CLIP 

• Overall 
• Biodiversity 
• Landscape 
• Surface Water 

 

• Species 
• By Species (SHCA species) 
• By guild 

 
• Land Use 

• Working lands 
• Silviculture 
• Urban 

 
• Threats 

• Sea Leve Rise 
• Urbanization 



Filters 



Filters 



Filters 



Filters – Coming Soon 

Species 

Alternative land uses: 
• Working Lands 

• Silviculture 
• Urban 

Land Use 



Filters to Details 



Details 



Details 



Details 



Details 



Details – Coming Soon 

1.  Sea Level Rise 

 

 

2. Development 

 

 

 

 

 

?? Exotics species 

Generalized from CLC 1.  Ownership within HUC: 

Type (federal, state, local,…) 

 

Within “type” by entity 

e.g., federal >  

• Refuge 

• National park 

• National forest 

 

 

2.  Partner Prioritization 
• Longleaf pine alliance 

• Quail Unlimited 

• TNC Resilient Sites 

More coming soon! 



The Advanced Mapper 

For more detailed view of data, simple analyses and data download 



Questions 



SCIENCE DELIVERY & 
COMMUNICATIONS

The Conservation Planning Atlas & other data portals align with 
LCC “best practices for effective Science Delivery”

1. Engagement with implementers
2. Identification of science needs
3. Synthesis of existing agency/science info
4. Conservation & research design
5. Science translation
6. Conservation adoption
7. Delivery & deployment
8. Measurement & evaluation 

Wednesday, January 27, 16



different perspectives
#1 - Scaling landscape level design to a point on the ground is a full time job.  
Plus, it takes years for on-the-ground projects to develop as a result of 
planning efforts.  So my suggestion for a short-term outreach goal isn't to 
measure success by the number of users or hits to the website, but by the 
engagement opportunities you will get by having the CPA.  In essence, how 
many case studies can you come up with that are meaningful to the LCC 
community?  If you can come up with several and those theme-based users are 
willing to come to the table, then I think you have succeeded.  You may still 
have to help them a lot with actually using the tool to answer a question, but I 
think getting them to turn to the LCCs and the CPA for a question is the key.  
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different perspectives
#2 - It would assist potential/current CPA users, as well as help grow the 
community of users, to sponsor a webinar series that highlights and 
demonstrates practical applications of the CPA. Having spent time on the 
SALCC CPA site, I still don't feel that I have a strong grasp of how to use it 
effectively.  A series of practical case studies and/or tutorials and short demo 
videos on specific topics would be really helpful.

#3 - I would like to suggest the initiation of a two-way flow of information 
between the LCC and other organizations. Discuss opportunities for 
highlighting the GCPO LCC's CPA, and other datasets and tools in the news 
forums or channels of other organizations.  Ask other organizations to share 
more about their work, tools, information, and the potential ways in which 
they could envision working with LCCs.
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different perspectives
#4 - Outreach about conservation tools to people who you are not directly 
working with is a waste of time. It is better to identify projects that can benefit 
from the tools, help people use the tools for those projects, and then hope/
help those people engage and inform the next set of users for other projects. 
While outreach may result in small spikes of visits and use, it pales in 
comparison to pioneers engaging colleagues for specific purposes.  That said, it 
is also important to regularly remind existing users that the tools exist and 
how they can be used.
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different perspectives
#5 - We began by providing background in general with a tutorial on the CPA, 
but found that 80% of our user team had not looked at our blueprint on the 
CPA (even Steering Committee members).  We found interviews not only gave 
insight into the blueprint simple viewer, but also opportunities to train people 
one-on-one.  We asked what tools they use now, then used paper prototyping 
(i.e. drawings, as in tech startups) to see what features they want from the 
blueprint that would help them use it.  That’s how we got to the viewer. Often 
if they simply hear CPA, blueprint training, and online tool - they say ‘I don’t 
need another data portal.’  A lot were astonished by CPA capabilities, and in 
the process they also learned about the blueprint. 
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different perspectives
#6 - I think the best option is for me, as state communications, to share 
webinar opportunities and other topics of interest in our employee newsletter 
or through email.  It would be helpful for the LCC to send a list of 3-5 
projects, webinars, etc. you wish the State were more involved in or that those 
in our State should know about.  With the LCC’s large geographic scope, it has 
been difficult for me to sort through to state-specific information.  With a list 
of specific projects (datasets, etc.), I can dig a little deeper and put something 
together for our employees. 
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discuss!

WHAT IS YOUR REACTION TO THESE DIFFERENT 
PERSPECTIVES?

ARE THERE ANY GOOD APPROACHES THAT ARE MISSING?
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discussion
We all have limited resources and an expanding universe of data and tools.  
How should we set priorities for sharing/highlighting/
providing technical support? These are GCPO project/dataset priorities 
to date:
•Alligator Gar
•SLEUTH
•Inundation Frequency
•Glades
•Mangroves
•Tidal wetland migration & coastal wetlands

We have a list of priority outreach targets for each dataset - organizations, 
individuals, and list serves/publications.  What do you think of this 
approach?
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discussion
CPAs can provide a science delivery element for LCCs and partner geospatial 
products.  However, this is just one element of a larger 
discussion.  

1. How are partners communicating about their own data/data portals?

2. What are your audiences?

3. Are you reaching those audience(s) to your satisfaction?

4. Is there a general sense of portal paralysis, and if so, how can we work 
together to alleviate the problem?

5. Is there a role for the LCCs to serve as a bridge across all the different 
communication sources? (this includes portal systems, not necessarily hosting 
datasets)

5. Can partners use LCCs as a conduit to get the word out about their work? 
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THANK YOU
What do you think? 

We really need your feedback to assess the meeting and
 communications on the google form! 

http://tinyurl.com/LCCgeospatial
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