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• Application  Submission



Eligible  Applicants

• States,  Tribes,  irrigation  districts,  water  districts,  
universities,  nonprofit  research  institutions,  organizations  
with  water  or  power  delivery  authority,  or  nonprofit  
organizations  



Federal  Funding  Amount

• Up  to  $100,000  for  a  project  that  can  be  completed  within  
2  years.  

• Recipients  must  match  at  least  50%  of  the  total  project  
costs.



Project  Types

• Task  A    -­ Applied  Research  to  Inform  Resource  Decision-­
Making  Related  to  Drought  Resiliency  

• Task  B  – Synthesize  Information  and  Develop  Related  
Decision-­Support  Tools  to  Inform  Watershed  
Management  Decisions  

• Task  C  -­ Develop  Tools  and  Information  to  Improve  Use  of  
Water  Resources  Data  to  Inform  Management  
Decisions  



Criteria	
  A
Project	
  Benefits

40	
  points	
  

Criteria	
  B
Planning	
  Efforts	
  

Supporting	
  the	
  Project
20	
  Points

Criteria	
  C
Project	
  Implementation	
  

20	
  points

Criteria	
  D
Dissemination	
  of	
  Results

15	
  Points

Criteria	
  E
Nexus	
  to	
  Reclamation

10	
  Points

EVALUATION	
  CRITERIA Criterion	
  E	
  – Nexus	
  to	
  Reclamation

• Will	
  the	
  Project	
  directly	
  or	
  
indirectly	
  benefit	
  a	
  Reclamation	
  
project	
  or	
  activity?	
  

• Will	
  the	
  Project	
  benefit	
  water	
  
resources	
  management	
  within	
  a	
  
basin	
  where	
  a	
  Reclamation	
  
project	
  is	
  located?	
  

• Will	
  the	
  Project	
  help	
  
Reclamation	
  meet	
  trust	
  
responsibilities	
  to	
  any	
  tribe(s)?	
  

• Does	
  the	
  Project	
  support	
  
implementation	
  of	
  an	
  Interior	
  
initiative	
  

Criterion	
  D	
  – Dissemination	
  of	
  
Results

• Describe	
  how	
  the	
  data,	
  tools,	
  
guidelines,	
  or	
  other	
  information	
  
being	
  developed	
  will	
  be	
  
communicated	
  or	
  made	
  available	
  
to	
  resource	
  managers	
  and	
  LCC	
  
partners.	
  

• Describe	
  the	
  number	
  and	
  type	
  of	
  
presentations	
  or	
  webinars	
  that	
  
will	
  be	
  given	
  regarding	
  the	
  
results	
  of	
  the	
  Project.	
  

• Explain	
  why	
  the	
  chosen	
  approach	
  
is	
  the	
  most	
  effective	
  way	
  to	
  
disseminate	
  the	
  information	
  to	
  
end	
  users	
  in	
  a	
  usable	
  manner.

Criterion	
  C	
  	
  -­‐ Project	
  Implementation

• Describe	
  the	
  objectives	
  of	
  the	
  
Project	
  and	
  the	
  methodology	
  and	
  
approach	
  that	
  will	
  be	
  undertaken.	
  
Provide	
  support.

• Describe	
  the	
  work	
  plan	
  for	
  the	
  
project.	
  Include	
  an	
  detailed	
  Project	
  
schedule.

• Describe	
  the	
  availability	
  and	
  quality	
  
of	
  existing	
  data	
  and	
  models	
  
applicable	
  to	
  the	
  Project.	
  

• Identify	
  staff	
  with	
  appropriate	
  
credentials	
  and	
  experience	
  and	
  
describe	
  their	
  qualifications.	
  

Criterion	
  B	
  -­‐ Planning	
  Efforts	
  
Supporting	
  the	
  Project

• Describe	
  how	
  your	
  Project	
  is	
  
supported	
  by	
  an	
  existing	
  natural	
  
resources	
  plan	
  within	
  the	
  Desert	
  
and/or	
  Southern	
  Rockies	
  LCC(s).

• Does	
  the	
  Project	
  complement	
  
existing	
  efforts	
  (planning,	
  data,	
  
science	
  research,	
  or	
  resource	
  
management	
  efforts)	
  within	
  the	
  
geographic	
  area	
  of	
  the	
  Desert	
  or	
  
Southern	
  Rockies	
  LCCs?	
  Explain	
  
how	
  the	
  Project	
  relates	
  to	
  similar	
  
efforts	
  within	
  the	
  LCC(s)	
  and	
  how	
  
the	
  Project	
  will	
  complement	
  rather	
  
than	
  duplicate	
  or	
  complicate	
  those	
  
efforts

Criterion	
  A	
  -­‐ Project	
  Benefits

• Describe	
  the	
  potential	
  benefits	
  of	
  
the	
  Project	
  to	
  drought	
  resilience,	
  
watershed	
  management,	
  and	
  
access	
  to	
  and	
  use	
  of	
  water	
  
resources	
  data.	
  

• Will	
  the	
  Project	
  result	
  in	
  
“actionable	
  science”	
  within	
  the	
  
Desert	
  and	
  Southern	
  Rockies	
  
LCCs?	
  In	
  other	
  words,	
  will	
  the	
  
Project	
  result	
  in	
  tools	
  or	
  
information	
  that	
  is	
  relevant	
  to,	
  
and	
  highly	
  likely	
  to	
  be	
  used	
  by,	
  
resource	
  managers	
  within	
  either	
  
or	
  both	
  the	
  Desert	
  and	
  Southern	
  
Rockies	
  LCCs?	
  



Writing  your  Proposal

• Please  copy  and  paste  the  appropriate  criterion  from  the  FOA  
above  your  response  to  that  criterion.

• For  example:



Writing  your  Proposal
• Be  sure  to  provide  DETAILED  SUPPORT  for  all  claims  in  your  
proposal.  For  example:

Claims	
  that	
  are	
  not	
  sufficiently	
  supported	
  may	
  not	
  be	
  considered	
  by	
  the	
  ARC



Writing  your  Proposal

Budget:    
DO  NOT  provide  lump  sums.  Instead  you  
should  provide  a  detailed  breakdown  of  
costs.  

Be  sure  to  include  all  projects  costs,  not  
just  the  Federal  funding.    (See  example)

$/Unit Quantity
Salaries and Wages
Program Manager $55.30 160 hrs $8,848
Project Engineer $55.30 1280 hrs $70,784
Engineering Analyst $30.92 320 hrs $9,894
GIS Analyst $30.92 320 hrs $9,894
SCADA Specialist $42.87 320 hrs $13,718
Fringe Benefits
All employees 41% $113,139 $46,387
Supplies and Materials
Computer software $4,000.00 1 each $4,000
professional printing $1.00 500 page $500
Contractual/Construction
LiDAR Consultant Services $160.00 800 hrs $128,000
Other
Reclamation NEPA Review $5,000.00 1 each $5,000

$297,026
Indirect Costs
de minimis 10% $189,026 MTDC $18,903

$315,929TOTAL ESTIMATED PROJECT COSTS

TOTAL DIRECT COSTS

Quantity 
Type 

BUDGET ITEM DESCRIPTION COMPUTATION TOTAL COST



Writing  your  Proposal
FAQs  on  Project  Costs:    

• Indirect  costs:  Can  indirect  costs  be  
included?  If  so,  how  do  you  determine  the  
amount?

• Parallel  projects:    Can  costs  from  ongoing  
work  that  is  complementary  to  the  project  be  
counted  towards  the  non-­Federal  cost  share  
contribution?

• Donated  Services:  If  a  person  or  entity  
contributes  donated  time  to  the  project,  how  
should  it  be  valued?

• Outreach:    Can  outreach,  educational  
activities  or  advertising  be  included  as  
project  costs?



Application  Submission
• Check  page  number  requirements  and  the  submission  deadline  

• Register  in  the  System  for  Awards  Management  (SAM)  well  before  the  application  deadline  
(it  can  take  up  to  6  weeks  to  get  registered  in  SAM).   You  will  need  a  DUNS  number  in  order  
to  get  set  up  in  SAM

• Register  in  grants.gov  well  before  the  application  deadline.    You  will  need  to  be  registered  
in  SAM  before  registering  in  grants.gov.    DO  NOT  wait  to  the  last  minute  to  submit  the  
application.  Processing  issues  have  occurred  that  render  applications  submitted  at  the  
last  moment  ineligible.  Don’t  let  this  happen  to  you.

• If  you  are  within  weeks  of  the  application  deadline  and  you  have  not  registered  in  
grants.gov,  plan  to  submit  a  hard  copy  of  your  application

• If  you  are  registered  in  grants.gov,  you  can  submit  a  version  of  your  proposal  in  advance  
of  the  deadline  to  make  sure  you  understand  the  process.  Then  you  can  submit  your  final  
version  when  you  are  ready.    Give  us  a  call  and  let  us  know  to  use  your  latest  submission.  



Contact  Information

Program  Coordinator
Avra Morgan

aomorgan@usbr.gov
303-­445-­2906

Financial  Assistance  Management  Contact
Matthew  Reichert  
mreichert@usbr.gov
303-­445-­3865


